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convoy system was within the compass of their resources,5*
that in fact the mere rumour of his visit had changed the sub-
marine policy of the Board,
Those figures of which Mr. Lloyd George makes so much had
been furnished by the Board of Trade (at Mr. Churchill's request)
to put the best face on shipping casualties, and had never been
taken seriously in the Admiralty. Nor is it likely that Admiral
Jellicoe, who had himself instituted the Scandinavian Convoy
in the autumn of 1916, should have had any prejudice against
the more general adoption of the system. But he would only
move as he found the means to hand and saw his way clear;
that the means happened to be found on which the decision
was taken before the Prime Minister visited the Admiralty
we shall see in our next chapter.